
Though much of the staff's summer preparations attended to a

workable structure and the physical changes needed to be in the

building this year, much more heart and passion went into

preparations for learning. Teachers grappled with the limitations to

group work, learning centers, shared materials, and more as they

looked at curriculum through a new lens. But four instructional

weeks into the year, it is clear their preparation paid off, and they

have met the challenge.  Learning is happening, and kids are

engaged. 

Moreover, our students are building communities of kindness - a

hallmark of St. Luke.  Mr. DeVille hosts a community board in his

classroom where 8th graders from different sessions can write each

other quick notes of encouragement.  Ms. Schindler has given nearly

100 CASAS coupons for great moments in 5th grade.  Mrs. Wolf

seamlessly incorporates her remote learners into class discussion.

The student leadership team had its first meeting on Zoom this

week, and brought many ideas for spirit and service. This community,

paired with strong academics, is a gift we give to our children.  

This is St. Luke. 

-Becky Williams, principal

IT'S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT
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UPCOMING OF NOTE

October 12:
Sweatshirt orders due!!!

October 16:
Wreath and poinsettia sale

October 26:
Virtual Rosary 

October 29 and 30:
Virtual Pumpkin Show

October 30:
Halloween Fun



BUILDING STAMINA, BOOSTING
LEARNING
Our approach to this school year has prioritized
reconnecting students with learning as well as building peer
and student-teacher connections.  After a challenging spring
and summer, easing students into the year has reduced
student stressed and given teachers time to build rapport.
Thus far, students have had very little independent work
beyond Friday afternoon tasks.
In continually evaluating our program, we see that students
are ready and even eager for more rigor, and they are aware
that supports are in place to help them be successful with
their work.  In the coming weeks, students will be asked to
independently finish work that their class began together.
They may also be given opportunities to practice skills, such
as math facts or spelling words, for which practice is an
essential element of the learning process.  Teachers will
continue to be thoughtful and selective in assigning tasks,
and will communicate with you as they respond to student
needs.  If you have questions, please don't hesitate to reach
out!

COMMUNICATING PROGRESS
AND POSTING GRADES 

Our learning platforms of Class Dojo and Google Classroom
allow students to receive frequent and personalized feedback
on their work.  This timely and specific communication has
great impact on student progress and further motivates
student growth.
Teachers use selective pieces of student work to assess
mastery of standards and overall progress.  These are
recorded in gradebooks through SchoolSpeak and comprise
student grades in each class.  
This past week, grades were posted for the first time on
SchoolSpeak.  You can check your child's progress by
logging into your SchoolSpeak account and opening each
grade report.  This year, grades will be posted every two
weeks, the next posting scheduled for Monday, October 19.
Please contact your child's teacher if you have questions
based on grade reports.  

OCTOBER: 

THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY

During October, we honor Mary
the Mother of God in a special
way by focusing our prayer on the
rosary.  In this prayer, we ask
Mary to bring our needs and
gratitude to her Son.  As the
month progresses, ask your
children what they have learned
about the rosary in their classes.
Student Leadership is preparing a
virtual rosary for your families to
enjoy this month!



OCTOBER ACTIVITIES:PUMPKIN
SHOW AND HALLOWEEN

VIRTUAL PUMPKIN SHOW: For many years, we have
invited students to bring decorated pumpkins to school for
our Pumpkin Show.  This year we are going virtual!  Student
Leadership has teamed up with parent Amanda Burlingham
to share St. Luke's pumpkin creativity!  Details will be sent in
a separate email this coming week - start thinking about
your winning designs!

REPORT FROM OCTOBER
INSERVICE 
Staff spent Friday, October 9, reviewing STAR assessment data,
meeting in Professional Learning Communities with teachers
from our region, and reflecting on professional practice and
goals.
Our first set of STAR data gave rise to excellent discussion about
instruction and ways to individualize learning.  Responsive
teaching means we constantly look to meet the needs of each
child by altering plans and materials.  Teachers met in grade
level groups to share ideas, especially for enrichment ideas. This
was fruitful conversation.  
Overall, our STAR scores show strong growth in Math and a
necessary focus on Reading.  Teachers will continue to monitor
and instruct for growth in reading.  As parents, we encourage
our kids to be readers by providing ample opportunities for
them to practice their skills.  During these rainy fall days,
consider building reading time into your family's schedule or
helping your children build reading skills through games.

Schools staffs are grateful for the opportunity inservice days
provide because these days ultimately benefit the students.
Thank you for the gift of this time!

HALLOWEEN: Students will enjoy harvest and Halloween activities in their classes on Friday,
October 30.  They are invited to wear costumes to school and online that day; please no weapons.  If
your child's costume includes a mask, he or she may bring it (not wear it) to school to show
classmates.  Teachers will be planning and preparing activities that meet the COVID guidelines. We
ask that you DO NOT send your child with items to pass out to classmates.  We are looking forward to
some safe and spirited fun at the close of this month!

FUNDRAISERS

Usually the fall brings two
important fundraisers to
our school - the
Oktoberfest booth and the
Harvest Festival.  Without
the possibility of these
events this year, we are
creatively planning for
future fundraising.

Information about our
AMAZING wreath sale will
be sent home this week.
New this year, we will be
combining the wreath sale
with a poinsettia sale.
Think about how beautiful
and festive your home will
look!  Extend the invitation
to neighbors and family to
purchase these holiday
favorites through St. Luke!


